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Acgueſt, diſperſmg it among their Country-men; 


and benefit their Country, 
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ment the Diſcovery and Oeſcription of forcige | 


Places has met with from People of this Country ; | 


many of «whoſe Curioſity, if not Anxiety, to know 


| #he ſame, rogether with the Inhabitants their Lan- 
| gudge, Manner of Living, Clothing, Goverment, Sa 
1 aa Laws, Commerce, &c. has coſt them no 


ſmall Travel, Expence and Pains, and that nos = 
evithout Hazard to their Perſons and TJives alſo : 


And having ſtocked themſelves *vith good Store of 
this Kind of Knowledge, to their gon Satisfaftion td 


return heme, and unload themſelves of 2 their 


looking ufon it as ſisicient Retnibution for all 
their laborious and coſtly Toil, tus both to ſatisfy 
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Tran Faire, 1 ſuch like Conſterations,. 1 Inth 


Sheets, and one of cur remoteſt Nes) vas moves | 


vat 1heſe bo make ſich Accomm of foreign Diſes- 
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| DESCRIPTION 
"mr ors. 
Saint KILDA, alias H R T4 


1 1 E. firſt of 404 N is taken from one 
C Kilder, who lived here; and from him the 
large Well Tonbir-Kilda "bas allo its Name. 
Hlirta is taken trom the 1riſh.ler, which in 

— that Language ſignifies Weſt, This Ile 
lies direaly oppoſite to the Iſles of N. Uiſt, Harries, 
&:. and is reckoned 18 Leagues from the former, and 


Wes of Scotland, by M. Martin Gent. fined Tn 
1703, pag. 290. 


: 36 Min. N. Latitude, and 10 D. 30 M. Longit 
14 from the London Meridien. It lies 6o M. 21 


W. 1 
S. from Harris, 80 M. from Lewis Illes, about go 


the Mull of Cantire, ge" 220 N. from the North of 


nent of Scotland. 

The Inhabitants of this little Ille, or Common- 
wealth, whereof we are now begun to ſpeak, may with 
os Amore Safety live quiet and ſecure than the Men of La- 


fenced and ſurrounded them ſo with on wbole Face of 
a Nock, as . that there can be no Acceſs for any 


5 


20 from Harries. See A Deſcription of the Weſtern 


Int St. Kilda, in Her ms. Molt's Map 1914, is 57 Deg: 


6 nee 150 M. None neareſt Part of the Conti- 


5 iſh of old (mentioned, Judg. 18. 7. tho" the Denites 
— {EF were minded to attack them; becauſe Nature hath 


A2 in 


V. from the Iſle of Skye, and 220M. N. N. W. from, 
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where the Inhabitants can eaſily defend themſelves 
ſhall attack them in a hoſtile Way, and alſo defy their 


of the Inhabitants, does not ordinarily exceed 200. 


Book entituled, A Yoyage te St. KILDA, printed at 
to the Trath-of this Part of our Account of the People 


it, having been very lame, and in ſundry Things mi- 
ſtaken, in any Relation they have 5 of it) he was 
there, v4, in the Year 1697, and k | 

own Part, by Experience. And to do that Gentleman 


they were then. eireumſtantiate; and fo t 
now. But becauſe that Books out of Print (and be 
Hides of a g 


may take a“ fen 
are ſtill genuine, as we find them fitting to our preſeni 


They outran our Boat to the Town ; from thence the 


A Deſcription of "i 


in a friendly Way to get to them (by all, the Comers rou 
can do, yea and with the Inhabitant's Aſſiſtance alſo 
except at ſome few particular Times, and that under 
very favourable Weather too, and but at one Place only nh; 


Pexe 
pf t 


A i 


he 
from any Hazard from, and greatly offend, any that! 


Landing age their Will; tho' their Number, viz. 


This People, as they are ſimple and innocent; ſo 
are they harberous, an very kind to Strangers, who 

cither may be coming or c{ſt in about them; as js ge- 
nerally known by all who have ſtood in Need of theit 
Aſſiſtance : \_ Thus particularly, fome Inſtances herec!' 
the Reader may * take from M. Martine Gent. bis 


London 1698. We choole this Author, as a Witneß 


of this Ifland, becauſe (all others, who have wrote of 


nows' this for his} 


Juſtice, what he relates of it is generally Good, as} 
e belt De} 
{cription any has given of this People and Iſland till 
peat Priee, tho' it were not) the Reader] 

ew of his Remarks anent this Place, which 


Purpeſe, as we go along: And for the above (be 
their Kindneſs and Civility to Strangers) take his 1 
own Experience, as he relates it in his own Words id. 
Pag. eth. VVV ͤ oO 
be Firſt of June (vix 1697) —— we row ſite 
ec to St. Kildg; As we came cloſe up the Rocks, ſum: I ſaid 
of the Inhabitants; who were then employed in ſetting Nis a 
their Gins, weleomed us with a God ſave you, then 1 
ulual Salutation - — — — — (w} 
Wot 


'*, _* brought 


1crs Wrought the Sreward and all the Inhabitants of both 
ſo) eres to receive us; we approathed the outmoſt Part 
t the low Rork, called the Saddle; a Parcel of the 


ny, Mahabitants were mounted upon it, having on their Feet 
lve:FFhe uſual Dreſs on ſuch Occaſions, 3. e. Socks of old 
that Mags, ſewed with Feathers inſtead of Thread; our 


Woat being come pretty near, it was kept off this Rock 
ith long Poles; ſome of their Number, coming by 
Pairs into the Sea, received Mr. Campbel and me u- 
pon their Shoulders, and carried us to Land, where 
Ve were received with all the Demonſtrations of ſoy 
Wand Kindneſs they were able to expreſs; en 
All of us walking together to the little Vitlage where 
there was a Lodging prepared for us, furniſhed with 
Beds of Straw ; and, according to the ancient Cuſtom 


2d at Wof the Place, the Oer, Who preſides over them (in 
tne the Steward's Abſence) ſummoned the Inhabitants, 
ople who by Concert agreed upon a daily Maintenance for 
te o us, as, Bread, Butter, Cheeſe, Mutton, Fowls, Eggs, 
mi- alſo Fire, Cc. all which was to be given in at our 
Was Lodging twice every Day } this was done in the moſt 


regular Manner, each Family by Turns paying their 
Quota proportionally to their Lands. I remember, 


, as ſays he, the Allowance for eah Man per diem, beſide 
De. a Barley Cake, was eighteen of the Eggs laid by the 
d till Fowl called by them Zavy..and a greater Number of 

d bel the leſſer Eggs, as they differed in Proportion; the 
$aderi largeſt of theſe Eggs is near in Bigneſs to that ofa 
(hich Gooſe, the reſt of che Eggs gradually of a leſſer Size. 
fer Thus far of his own. Words; And much more might 
(vide added. M e 

e hi Take a 2d Inſtance of their Humanity, Pag. 87, 


ords d. The Inhabitants had. Occaſion to ſhew great Kind- 

I neſs to a Boat's Crew, that was driven from theoppo- 
row lite Iſle South-Uiſt -—— do that it may be 
ſomeſi ſaid of them, with great Juſtice, That their Charity 

is as extenſiye as the Occaſions of it. 
Take a 3d Inſtance from Author ibid. Pag. 88. 
(which tho? not directly to the former Purpoſe, yet 
worthy the relating, nd that to their great men- 
1 8 . 


6 =” Hefte rio f, „ 
dation) is, ſays he, They told me of a Ship that drop · 
ped Anchor in the Mouth of the Bay the preceeding 
* and that the Lowlanders aboard her were not 
Chriſtians : 1 enquired, if their Interpreter (who they k 
ſaid ipoke bad Jriſh) had owned this to be a Truth; ine 
they anſwered, Not; but that they knew this by their : 
Practices, and that in theſe three Particulars ; the firſt 
was, Their working upon Sunday, carrying ſeveral | 


Boats full of Stones aboard for Ballaſt ; the ſecond was, fenc 
The taking away ſome of their Cows without any Re- 1 
turn for them, except a few iſh Copper Pieces; and v 0 

the third was, The Attempt made by them to raviſh . 
their Women, a Practice altogether unknown in St. 934 
Kilda, Where there has not been one Inſtance of For- Roc 
nication or Adultery for many Ages before this Time. h N 
[ remember, ſays he, they told me, that the Bribe of- vit 
— fered, for debauching the pobr Women, was a Piece of | 1 


| broad Money, than which there could be nothing leſs | Ve 
4 charming in aPlace where the Inhabitants cannot di- ps; 
ö ſtinguiſh a Guinea from a Sixpence. Wherefore, as af] 
* the ſame Author lays, Pag. 130. 25 | 

I muſt not omit acquainting the Reader, that the Ac - b 

count given of the Seamen's Rudeneſs to the Inhabi- _ 
| "Pp tants, has created great Prejudices in them againſt 'F.. 
[] Seamen in general; and tho* I endeavoured to bring 
them into ſome good Opinion of them, it will not be, be 4 
ſays he, I hope, improper here to deliver the Terms 


Wo upon Which the Inhabitants are reſolved to receive 11 
a Strangers, and no otherwiſe : They will*not admit of WW wv? 
[1 any Number, exceeding Ten; and thoſe too muſt be ¶ ter 
| unarmed, for elſe the Inhabitants will oppoſe them WW... 
with all their Migbt: But it any Number of them, . Pf 
not exceeding that above ſaid, come peaceably, and iq. 
with good Deſigns, they may expect Water and Fire WW 


Gratis, and what elſe the Place affords, at the eaſieſt 
The Air here is ſharp and wholſom ; the Hills are 
often covered with ambient white Miſts, which in the 
tze Winter are Forerunners of Snow, if they conti- 
due onthe. Tops of the Hills; but thus in TOs. 
| | o | 3 . an; 
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Jul I DA 1 
zn: and deſcending to the Valleys, of exceffive 
3 The Night — Day there, being much in 
| Length with our own. in the North of Scctland. Their 
Harveſt and Winter are liable to great Minds and Rain, 
© the Soutb- weſt Wind annoying them moſt. | 
St. Kilda is two Miles long from. Eeft to Weſt ; one 
nie in Breadtb, viz. from South to Nerth ; five 
© Miles in Circumference» The Bay, which is not ſo 
ral enced with Rocks as the reſt, lying to the South-eaſ}, 
„ His generally well fenced with a raging Sea. This Bay 
is Half a Mile in Length, and as much in Breadth. 
Veſſels do not ordinarily anchor here, for fear of Da- 
mage by ſtormy Weather; but look on it as ſafer to do 
that without it. The only landing Flace here, is upon a 
Roclaon the North-Side of this Bay; the which Rock 
© hath a little Declenſion, and is ſlippery, being covered 
I with ſundry Sorts of Sea-weeds ; all which, with 2 
W raging Sea, which is ſeldom wanting there, renders it 
very inacceflable; and hardly is there a Poſſibility of 
Landing; but under Favour of a neap Tide, a North- 
eaſt or Weſt Wind, or perte& Calm. Theſe Circum- 
ſtances concurring, the Boat (called the Brrlin) is 
„ WW brought up-ſides of the Rock, upon which all the 
abt- S Inhabitants, of both Sexes, hale her through this Rock, 
ainſt with a Rope faſtned about the Stem of it. 
ring There is a plain Sand at the Head of this Bay, to 
be ſeen in Summer, only; the Sea in Winter waſhin 
erms it off the Stones: But there is no ſafe Landing here 45 
all, which ſome have found to their Coſt: When the 
Wind is at South or North. eaſt; ſome Ships take Shel- 
ter in a little Bay on the Weſt-Side of this Ile, which 
is all fac'd with an Iron-colour'd Rock; there being 
Place of the Rock here, where one, may land, a Neap- 
ide or Calm offering. The Sea is ſo very impetu- 
ous all round this Iſle, that big Stones are removed 


— 0 
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aficft rom their Place, and caſt into a certain other called 
oe Gallits Deck: ſome bf which; when meaſured, have 
2 mY Peen {ound to he 7 and 8 Foot long, and 3 or 4 broad. 


There are ſeveral Fountains of good Water on each 
Side of this Iſles ee FA 
8 There 


8 Deſcription 


here is an ancient Fort. on the South · end of the 
Bay, called Dunßir Volg. i. e, the Fort of the Volſtii, 


being the Senſe the Antiquaries of the oppoſite Iſles 


of Uiſt put upon it. 


The Iſle Sea is near Half a Mile diſtant from the 


West- ſide of St. Kilda : It is a Mile in Cireumference, wh 
very high, and ſteep all round. Berers lies above two 


Leagucs N. of St, Kilds; it is near a Mile in-Cir- e 


cumterence; the moſt of it ſurrounded with a high 
Rock. The largeſt and two leſſer iſles are good for Pa- 


ſturage, and abound with Sea-fowl from March till 


September: The Solan-Geeſe being very numerous in 
M. Martin's Time. They, then, uſed no Salt, but 
preſerved their Fowls, and the Eggs 'of Sea Wild- 
Fowl with Peat-aſhes ; and are aſtringent to ſuch as be 
not accuſtomed to eat them. 17 8 
The Inhabitants, whoſe Number is about 27 Fami- 
lies in Mr. Martin's Time, but now 30 or 33, living 


"together in a little Village, having all the Signs of an 


extreme Poverty; their Houſes of a low Form, and 


very rudely built. It is ſurrounded with four Moun- 
tains, which are as ſo many Ramparts of Defence, 
and Amphitheatres, from whence a fair Proſpect of the 


Ocean and Ifles are to be ſeen ina fair Day. This 


Village hath à Rivulet, running cloſe by it. There 


is another celebrated Well, called by the Inhabitants 
the Well of Youth, (inacceſſible by any but themſelves, 


becauſe of the Steepneſs of the Rocks, they being won- 
derful Climbers; a Specimen whereof may be narra- 
ted afterwardss. ee , 

There is a Riyulet beyond Kzder's Well, ſerving | 


7 8 


for waſhing Linen; which it doth as well without Sope, 
as other Water with it: Strangers have found the Ex- 
perience thereof, particularly Mr. Martin, as well as 


e,, nn ants a7 as , 'Þ HE 
' The whole Iſland is one hard Rock, form'd into | 
four high Mountains, three whereof are in the Middle; 
all. thinly covered over with black or brown Earth, not 
above a Foot, and in ſome Places Half a Foot deep, 


\ "= ex- 
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except in the Top 


he of them, where tis above three 
ctr, Foot deep, and affords them good Turf. 
les be Graf here is very ſhort, but Kindly ; yet have 

x they now but little Milk, the beſt Cow among them 
the Wi(whereof the Number, {mall and great, exceeds not 
ce, o, but fat and ſweet- fleſned) not giving above a Scots 
wo Chopin. The Number of Sheep maintain'd there, and 
ir- che two adjacent Iſles, does not exteed+ 2000, and ge- 
gh Bl pcrally ſpeckled, ſome white, ſome Philamort, and of 
Pa- an ordinary Size; but reſemble not Goats, in ary 
till Wh Thing (fave in the Bignels of their Horns) as ſome 
in Writers by Miſinformation have related; they are ne- 
ut ver milked, (viz. thoſe of the leſſer Iſles; but theſe 
d- of St. Kilda, are) which diſpoſes them ta be more pro- 


lifick; they bave 2 or 3 Lambs at a Birth, eſpecially 
Jin the Jfle S %, which feeds 500 8 2 alſo in 


ſome little adjacent Iſles of Harries and N. Ur.” There 

are none can catch the Sheep but the Inhabitants, who 
an Vill purſue them as nimbly and with as great Freedom 
nd down che ſtee Deſcents, as if it were a plain Field, 
un- Their Halle ; exceed not the Number of 20, all of 
ce, ¶ red Colour, very low and ſmooth-skinned; and are 
the imployed only in carrying their Turf and Corn, and 
his at their Anniverſary Cavelcade, of which afterwards. - 
ere , In this, and the other adjacent little Iſles, there are 
nts e 4or Wild-towls and Eggs (but no tame Fowls,. , 
es, as Hens, Cc. till of late, thęeir preſent Miniſter's 
on- Wife carried a Cock and ſome Hens there, which was 
ra Wonder to the Inhabitants, who had never ſeen ang 
4 before, and ſaid, They, viz- the Cock and Hens, would , 
ing | put away all their Fowls) inſomuch that in the Time of 
7 » Martine's viſitit g theſe Iſles, they, would ke . 


yearly above 20000 young and old Fowls.dried,nort ſal- 
ted, in their little Stone - Hõuſes, of which there are ſome 
Hundreds for preſerving their Fowls, Eggs, Cc. freſh, 
= The Sela Goaſe, is in Size ſomEwhat-leſs tban a 
Land Gooſe; their Bill is long, ſmall pointed and ver 
hard, and pierces an Inch deep into Wood, in theie 
Deſcent after a Fiſh laid on a Board, as ſome ule to catch 
Sem, When they * put their Head mer | 
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|. ,- their Wings, bur one of them keeps Watch 3/if"the 
_ | Centinel obſeryes the Fowler, hut not near, he gives 
4 Warning, by crying, Greg, Greg, at which none of 
* ol them move; if he perceiyes the Danger approach- 
Þ | iyg, he gives Warning, by crying, Bir, Bir, at. which 
| . WA all of them take Wing; if the Fowler ſurprize the 
=”. Centinel (which often happens) all the reſt ape eaſily 
% | caught by the Neck, one after apother. When, this 
4 Fol fiſhes for Herring, it flies about 50 Yards high, 
1 and then deſcends: perpendicularly into the Sea, but 
1 aſter all other Fiſh aſquint: The Herrings being in 


reater Shoals than any other Fiſh, is ſaid to be the 
: Reaſon ofthoir36:gemygs. 2 I ag yy 
_ »; Theſe Fowls will have ſtrange. Battles ſometimes, 
| whereof the Reader may take one Inſtance, as M. Mar: 
A tin relates it, p. 7. of his Book, and is as follows, vip. 
1 Tone of them finding his Neighbour's Neſt with- 
„boboddut the Fowl, lays hold upon the Opportunity, and 
WED ſteals of it as: much Grals as he could: conveniently car- 
ry, taking his Flight towards the Ocean; from whence 
he-returns after a ſhort Turn, as if he had made a fo- 
reign Purchaſe, but it does not paſs for ſuch; for the 
Owner diſcover'd the Fact, before this Thief got out 
of Sight, and being too nimble for his Cunning, waits 
*# his Return, all armed with Fury, engages him deſpe- 
to, , . rat?ly. This bloody: Battle was. fought above our 
1 Heads, and proy'd fatal to the Thief, who fell, down the 
dead near our Boat, that our Men took him up, and I plen 
preſently. dreſſed and ate him; which they recko- Fl 
ned as an Omen and Prognoſtick of good Succeſs in this ¶ feed 
(Mr. Martin and the reſt being yet at Sea) Voyage. axce 

5 Thus he. n TED 942 ui * d — 
St. Kilde People, when the Heavens aro not clear, Sta- 
take their Meaſures for Sailing from the Flight of their Foy 
- Fowls, as from a ſure Compaſs; Experience ſhewing have 
©  « that every Tribe bends their Cquyſe to their reſpective ¶ the 
#* _ Quarters, tho? out of Sight of the Iſle: And Strangers have 
hq ve found it exactly to quadrate with a Compaſs; the Gee 
© Inhabitants,” nevertheleſs, preferring it to the ſureſt ers: 
Compaſs, . At other Times, they, take their Mages 
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oiſe upon the Rocks, and white, it is ordinarily a, 
Sign of a laſting Stofm; but Jometimes,' in Summer, 
tis a Sign of Exceſſive Heat 1 1 ny 
About two Leagues and a Half to the North of St. 
Kilda, is a Rock called Stack-Ly, 200 Paces in Clr- 
cumference, One would think it next to impoſſible to 


climb this Rock ; but St. Kilda Inhabitants do, and 
| have a Pyramid-houſe upon it for Lodging in in A4 · 
guſt, to the which a certain Number of 'them go by 
Lots, to catch the F-Jan Geele, who are very numerous 
here; and if they were not there then, one windy ' 


Day would deprive them of 6 or 7000, the Weather 
then proving inconſtant; this being the Time allo they 


uſe to take Wing. Thoſe, Who are thus ſent, act for 


the Publick Intereſt 3 and when they have knock'd on 
the Head all that may be Naehe they earry them to 
a ſharp Point, called the Caſting-point, from whence 
they throw them into the Sga, until the Boatmen cry, 


Enough ; and having got all into the Boat, they return 


home. After their Arrival, every Man has his Share 
tiongble to his Lands; and what remains below 
10, belongs | 
Salary. The Steward told, that they had found a red 
Coat, a Braſs Sun-dial, an Arrow, and ſome Molocca 
Beans in their Neſts. The Solan Gooſe is reckoned 
the ſharpeſt ſighted: of all Sea fowls. They are very 


pienty upon other Rocks allo; as, Reorera, Half a 
ague from Stack-Y, to the North-eaſt of it: It 
feeds about 400 Sheep A Annum; it is inacceſſible, 
c that ip a Calm. Within Pi- 


except in one Place, a | 
ſtol-ſhot, and to the Weſt of Borera, lies the Rock 
Stack-Narmin; it abounds with Sclan Geeſe and other 
Fowls, where they have many Stone Pyramids (as they 


have alſo upon their other Rocks) both for lodging 
the Inhabitants, and drying their Fowls. They will 


have many Hundreds of the preceeding Year's Solan 


Geeſe, with whom when they return home, the Own- | 
ers fall to ſhare each Man his own, each having his 
owh particular Mark OO Foot, peculiar to 12 
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traordinary good, 


Steward, or the Arriyal of ſome notable Stranger. 


largeſt of all the Fowls here. The S:lan-Gooſe, as 


lick. They 5 y Turm; and when the one re- 


3 get intirgand N ;, upon whole Arrival at the 


5 many of them; fory Wer their Fatigue, they often 
| e 


ready at Hand to knock them on the Head: Their 
Food is Hering, Mackrels, and Sens. Engliſh Hooks 


— 


. * 
Ws” * n 


The. Land- fowls pr roduced . orgy are Hawks ex- 

agles, Ployers; Crows, Wrens; 
Stone-chaker, Craker, Cuckoo; they fancy that this 
laſt is rarely ſeen there? but on extraordinary Occafi- 
ons, as the Death of the Proprietor Macł· Leod, of the 


The Sea-fowls are firſts Gair- fowl, the ſtatelieſt and 


fone imagine from the . Word Su Jer. The In- 
habitants are accuſtome b. drink its Egg, raw, find- 


ing it, by e to be very Tele and cephas 


turns from Fiſhing, it has 5 or 6 77 | in its Gor- 
„the hatching owl puts its Head in the Fiſher" 

1 3 and pulls them ous, as with a Pincer, an 
that with a great Noiſe. They pull Graſs for their 
eſts only in, windy Days 5 their coming in 
March, tiſl the youn ene ready to Hy in 4 49. 
r September) theſe their n 

þ * Fiſhing, as the Ink ja wy ſay : But they often 


And a Fatality attending this Frugality, at leaſt 


all aſleep, and then t nbabitants catch them, being 


are often found in their Stomachs, tho there be none 
uſed nearer than 20 Lea ues diſtant : Wherever jey 
are (vir. the Solan Geeſc) tis a ſure Sign the 
1 s are there, or not 
"he Tribe of old barren Ga, Geeſe have no Neth, 
but have a Dwelling of their own, ſeparate from all o- 
thers, and meddle not with the hatching, or any o- 
8 but ſympathiſe and fiſh together, 2 
The Solan Geeſe, are catch'd (beſides ſtealing. on 
chen in the Night- time) by Gins of ſe - hair. 


There is another Fowl; called Fulmar ; it equal: Hp 


the Malls of the ſecond (rat *Tis of the Size of 3 


vor-Hen and its Eg er than a Solan Goole's | 
e Shell * dende, 1 rai in Fan. if 5. Qi 
| a- | 


3 | St. KIL DA. pole or 
x- 8 Soxfon proves tainy. If its, Egg is once taken awayg 
Ss it lays no more for that Year, as other Fowls do, both 
2 ſecond and third Time: It comes in November, al- 
ays accompanied with boiſterous Weſt-winds, great 
now, Rain and Hail, and is the only Sea fowl that 
ſtays there all the Year over, except September, and 
Part of Ofober. . The Inhabitants prefer this to all 
other: The Old have delicate Taſte, with a Mix- 
ture of Fat and Lean; the Young are all Fat, but the 
Bones; and if tis approacl'd, when, ready to take 
Wing, ejects the Quantity of a Mutchkgn of pure Oil 
out at its Bill, and is ſure, therewith, to hit any, that 
attacks it, in the Face, tho' 7 Paces diſtant, for his 
Defence, as the Inhabitants ſay : But the Inhabitants 
are careful to prevent this, dy ſurprifing the Fowl be- 
hind, having for, this Purpoſe a Wooden Diſh, fixed 
to the End of their own, which they hold before his 
Bill as he ſpouts out the Oil; they ſur prize him alſo 
from Behind, by taking hold of his Bill, which the 
tie with a Thread, and unty ing it at home, let it fall 
into a Diſh: T his Oil is ſometimes of a reddiſh, fome- 
times of a yellow. Colour; the Inhabitants n 
other Iſlanders put a great Value upon this Gil, 
and uſe it as a Cathalicon for Diſeaſes, eſpecially for 
any Aching in the Bones, Stitches, e. Some in the 
adjacent Iſles uſe it as a Purge, others a Vomiter; it 
is hot in Quality, and forces its Paſſage through In 
Wooden Veflcl. It has been ſuccesful'y uſed again 
 Rheumatick Pains, in Edinburgh and London: In the 
' Latter, it has been uſed with Suceeſs to aſſwage the 
Swelling of a ſtrain'd Foot,'a Cheek ſwelled with the 
Tooth-ach, and for diſcuſſing a hard 'Boil. If tho 
- Fulmar keeps the Sea, or goes from Land to Sea, tis 
a ſure Sign of Weſt-winds, blow it at preſent what 
Way it will; but it is not expe&ed for ſome Time, if 
wo oops LES a rnd nt 
The Screber, ſo called in St. Kilds; in the Fain 
Iſlands, Peffinet ; in Holand, - the Greenland Dove; 
of the Bulk of a Pigeon: It comes in March in the _ 
Night · time, and is never ſeen but in the 5 is 8 
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feeds on live Whale, and uſes Sorrel with it, a ay 
for both are found i in its Neſt ; tis fat, as the young 
Ful mar. 1 
The Lauy, lo called by the Inhabitants of St. Kilda - 
E Welſh a Guillem; it is near the Bignels of a 
ck; its Egg mn the Bulk of a Goole Egg; it is 
for ordinary Food preferred to all other Eggs had 
there, by the — « If te ſtays on Land 3 Days 


without Intermiſſion, it is a Sign of Southerly Wind, 


and fair Weather ; but if it goes to Sea ere the 3d ex- 
pire, it is the a Sign of a Storm. 

The Falk, ſo called by the Inhabitants z j the Raſor- 
Bill, in the Weſt of England; the Auk, in the North; 


the Murre in Cornwal ; 3 Alca Hoeri. It is a Size leſs than 


the Zavy : Its Egg in TEN: west 8 the Lavy, or 
. Guillem Egg. 


The Bowger, ſo called by thoſe in a Se. Kilda ; Coul- 


terneb, by tale in the Farn Iſlands; and in Cotywal, 


Pope; it is of the Size of a Pigeon : They breed i in 
Holes under Grourd.. * ᷓ 


The Aſſilag, is as large as a Lintwhite ; ; it comes 
* ut the End of Marc b, and gocs away in November. 
here are three Sorts of Seg+ Malls here; The firſt 


'near as big as a Goole; The lebend eanliderably leſs 3 3 
The third lets thanja tame Duck: 


5 x The Firma, or Sea Pie; by u Inhabitants called 
tri 


ichan: It, it comes in the Beginning of May, it is 


a Signof a good Summer ; if later, the contrary. 


is to be obſerved of all the Sea-fowls here, that 
they are fatter in Time of Hatching than at. otlier 


"Times ; being then well fed with Eaſe. 


Every Fowl lays an Egg Three different Times 


(except the Gair- em] and Fulmar, which lay but 

one). if the firſt * ſecond bees taken away; and none 

but a third. that Year ; * nd only one, if not taken a- 
way. By which the va 


gueſt at, if it is conſidered that cher lay but One a 


Number of Fowls may be 


ear, if not taken away. 
Tis abſerved here, that when the April Moon goes 


N 705 in ache? the A are 10 or 12 Days later in 


* 


. *3 . 1 | | 
.. eee eee 
laying their Eggs, than ordiharilys they uſe to be. 
Tis alſo obſerved, by the Inhabitants here, That - 
of theſe Fowls, there firſt come over fome Spies, or 
; I Harbingers, eſpecially of the -S$daniGeeſe,» towring , 
a about the Hiands where their Noſts are; and that when 
is they have made a Review they fly away, and ima 
d or 3 Days after, the whole Tribe are ſeen coming. 
5s Whither, the Fowls fly, and where they ſpend: their 
d, Winter, the Inhabitants here know not.. 
x- Phe Eggs are found to be of an aſtringent and win- 
5 dy Quality to Strangers, but not lo to the Inhabi- n 
- tants, who uſe to eat them from the Neſt. Strangers 
h; eating greedily of them, become coſtive and feveriſn, 
an ſome had the Hemorrhoid Veins ſwell'd; the which 
or bas coſbno little Trouble to bring them to their ordi- 
| nary Temper: When a Clyſter has been ordered for 
tl them of Segges, freſh Butter, and Salt (which is re- 
21, membred to have ;/ been done but once, then;) and when * 
in it had its wiſhed for Effect, the Inhabitarits'reckoned "— 
it an extraordinary Performance, they never has ing 
ſeen or heard of any Thing of this Kind before. But 
as this was the Caſe with Reſpect to Eggs and 
Fowls when Mr. Martin did viſit: the Place; it is quite 
altered ſince, as is ſeen in a Letter from thence, of the 
Date July 30 1726, whereof what relates to this, tho 
eader may ſee. as follows. vg. 
Where there were 18 Creels ob flecked Eggs, which 5 
were given in Rodericks Time; (this Roderick was a | "| 
gteat Impoſtor, who was found to have Converſe witng 
the Devil, ot Mhom the Reader may hear more aſter- 
wards) there is. not one Creel to be got there now: 
And I ſee, ſays he, where 16 Creels of white Eggs 
were gathered, they gather but 4 no-: This carnor 
butche a great Lols to the poor Inhabitants,” if the 
Number of Eggs that their Creels or Baskets contain, 
be eonſidered; which are, according to Mr. Martin s 
Deſcription of the Veſtern Iſlands of Srot. 1903. 1 
293, Four hundred big Eggs for the leaſt of them, 
goes and the reſt $00 and above of leſſer Eggs, Whereof he 
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in ſays, be has ſecn them bring home 29 large Barker 7 


a. 


10 1 * * 
in a n all full of Eggs; (and about 2000 Sea: 

* '- - fowl, with fome Fiſh, &.) and the white Eggs and 
little Sort of Fowls were undervalued in Roderick: 
firſt Days, (who was there at Mr.. Martin's viſiting 
that Place) becauſe they had no Need of them; and 
W-:_ now they oftentimes loſe their Lives purſuing thoſe 
5 | little Fowls, by falling down the Rocks into the Sea: 
|” ©, «Yet theſe poorer Sort, that take them, muſt not feed 
K on them, but on Sorrel or Dockens, when boiled to- 


: 1 \ l © = c 


| 
=P gether in Summer 5 whereby Strength fails elm in 
Aececep Places, and fo many of them are carried hame 
1-1. , dead, as others fall in the Sea, and not found again. 
I. be Inhabitants of St. Xda do, indeed, excel all ever 
5 bbſerved in Climbing; they are ſo dexterous herein, 
it that no Goat can a!moſt equal, let be excel them. 
. Some Years before Mr. Martin's being there, their Boat 
10 | m_ upon theWeſt-fide of the IfleBorerg,and they wer: 
N forced to lay hold on a bare Rock, which was ver) 


* ſeep, and above 20 Fathom's high; Notwithſtandiny 
' this Difficulty,' ſome of them climb'd up to the Top, 
1 aid from thence let down a Rope and Plaids, and ſo 
{ 48 drew up all the Boat's Crew; tho? the climbing this 
* would ſeem impoſſible to any, except themielves 


Some Years ago, about 20 of their Number happen 
ed to be confin'd'ip the Rock Stack-Narmin, Which 
bas nat any. Earth dr Graſs to cover it, for ſeveral Day 
_ _ _ - together, without 5 of Food: The Seaſon then 
not favouring their' Endeavours to return home, n 
ef their Number plucked all their Knives out of thei: 
Hlaſts, wrought a Hook out of each, and then bea 
them out to their. former Length; having a Stone fol 
an Anvil, and a Dagger for a Hammer and File; and 
with theſe rude Hooks, and a few ſarry Fiſhingalines, 
| they purchaſed Fiſh tor their Maintenance,during thei 
F 
Al the Men of the Ile having gone to the Iſland B. 
rersa for Purchaſe, the Rope (whereof they have two, 
of 24 Fathoms Length each; for the Uſe of this litt. 
|» Commonwealth, and gſpecially tor their Climbing 
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which they do by Turns; theſe Ropes are all ſecured 
round with Cow-hides, well ſalted, to preſerve them 
from being cut by the Edge of the Rocks) that faſtned 
their Boat, happened to break; and, by this Accident, 
the Boat was quite loſt, and the poor People confin d 
in the Iſle, from the Middle of March to the latter End 
of May, without ſo much as a Cruſt of Bread, but 
wanted not Sheep, Fowl and Fiſh in Abundance. In 
this Caſe, they were at a Loſs, how to acquaine their 
Wives and Friends, that all of them were alive: But, 
to effect this, they kindled as many Fires on the To 
of. an Eminence, as there were Men in Number; this 
was no ſooner ſeen, 'and the Fires counted, than the 
Women underſtood the Signal, and were ſo overjoyed 


at this unexpected News (they judging them all to be 


loſt) that they tel} to labour the Ground with the Foot- 
ſpade,a Fatigue they had never been accuſtomed to; it 
being their Mens Work when at Home; & that Year's 
Product of Corn, was the moſt.plentiful that they had 
for many Years before: After the Steward's Arrival in 
the Iſle, about the End of May, he ſent his Galley or 
Birlin, to bring home all the Men confined in the Ile, 
to their ſo much longed-for St. Kilde ; where the 
mutual Joy betwen them and their Wives, and other 
Relations, wasextraordinary. „ Ty” 1 
Theſe poor People, when they fall from the Rocks, 
in climbing (which is frequenter now than formerly, 
by reaſon of their Weakneſs, thro' coarſe Seeding 
tho' formerly they were reckoned ſtronger N any of 
the other Iles about) and periſh : Their Wives make 
doleful Songs on ſuch Occaſions, which they call La- 
mentations. The chief Topicks, or ſubject Matter of 
| theſe Elegies, are their Courage, their Dexterity in 
Climbing, and their great Affection which they ſnew- 
ed to their Wives and Children”. n 
By their Climbing they run very great Hazards, as 
may be conceived by what's aboye related.One of them, 
as he was walking barefooted along the Rocks, where he 
had fixed his Gin, he happened to put his great Toe in 
a Noole, and thereby Inge immediately fell _ 
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enough to hold him, and the 
on each End being heavy, the poor Man continued they 
bapgi ing thus for the Space of a Night on a Rock 10 bare 
: 1 ms hip h above the Sea, until one of his Neigh- : * 


i who drew bim up by * Feet, and ſo avec 


home to his Wite, if married, or te bis Sweetcheärt, 
ifa Batchellor, in token of his Affection; and this is 
called the Ro*k-towl ; And it is the preateſt Preſent 
"they can make, confidering, the Dayyer” they rut in fe 

N 7 


5 Illes, W 


e eee 
It 


ours, hear =_F ery in the Morning, care to bi re 


It is ordinary with Fowler, after be bes Edt thi 
Purchaſe of 'Fowls; to pluck the fatteſt, and esrry i it 


FF) #7 - 


"quirin "Mo © *. 
The Richeſt Man in St: Kijda has not 5 05 8 Cows, | whi, 
'20r 2 Horſes, and 80 Sheep, If a Native here bare in ' 


but a fen Cattle, be will marry a Woman, tho' fle 
have no Portion of her Friends, but a Pound of Horſe. 
pair, to make a Gin to each Fowls.' They regard 50 
Portion nor Parentage, for märrying a Woman, in 

'Reſpe& of a gobd Servant. The 2 Hawks in "the 
_ weſtern Iſles are here. 

There is plenty of Cod and Lg of a Bret Site, 
round this Iſle; the Iqprovement of which" might be 

0 of reat Advantage. 

he Inhabitants ſpeak the Triſh Tongue only; ; they 

1 expreſs themſelves ſlowly, but — fa and have 

"the { Language Wi "thoſe « f | Hariges a and other 

retain the 7riſh in its Purity: 

Their common Hahit anciently was of :Sheep-tkins: 
"Fe Men now, ot ſome 20 Years before, wear a ſhort 
Ddublet reaching to the Waſte, and a Plaid folded a 
bove it, which is faſtred before with a Fulmar's'Bong 
Zirded about their Middle with a leathern Belt 
they wear Caps of the ſame Colour and Shape with 

« * Capuching, but ſhorter, and Bonnets on the Lord 

1 7 1 * the poorer Cloth Caps: Some of them nov 

d i got Breeches, they are wide and open at the 
e 5 they w wear Cloth _ and ſome knit upo 
N Weir: 


| 85 St. KI LDA. 5 19 
Weirs ſince their preſent Miniſters Wife went there; 
for none other there could knit them, neither knew 
they of any ſuch Stockins ere her Time. They go 


= bare footed and legged in Summer. time. Their Lea- 
208 ther is dreſſed with the Roots ot To mental. . 

gh- The Women there wear upon their Heads a Linen 
hie Dreſs of the Form of our Northern Highland Womens 
ved Curtchets, and a ſmall Lock of Hair hanging "down 


each Cheek, knotted at the lower End : They have a 
' +7. Plaid for their upper Garment faſtned with a Brofch 


Vu of Braſs. about the Colar- bone. The Steward's Wife 
rt bad her Broteb of Silver anciently ; but neither the 
us 18 Dreſs no Buckle is uſed by her inow- Their ordinary 
25 Shoes are made of the Necks of the Slan Geeſe, cut 
dH above the Eyes, the Crown of the Head ſerving for the 
„Heel, the whole Skin being cut cloſs at the Breaſt, 
dae which-End being lewed for the T'oes, the Foot enters 
wb into. it, as into a Piece of narrow. Stockin ; it laſts 
eerst above Days, and if the Down- Side is nent to the 
5 „ orcound, not above 3 b 4 Days. Both Sexes Wear 
15 Blaiding or -coarſe;Blanning Shirts, hut 2 them off 
ff when they ge to Bed: They thicken their Cloth u- 
n theſſ pon Flake of Rods, or Mats of Hay twiſted and wo“ 
81 Jon together in {mall Ropes; / they work, hard at this 
Employment, Art making uſe ot their Hands, and 
ht at laſt of their: Feet; and when they are at this Work; 
N n they commonly ſing all the Time, one of! their Num- 
| 4 ber acting the Part of a prime Chantrefs,' whom all the 


Reſt follow and obey. Their ordinary) Bread is Bar- 
ley Bread, or this Meal with fſome ' Oat Meal mixed 
kin . They have no Mill gding 


4 Be x {237 $01 f | | 
ther Wind or Water in all 
1 wo the Country to 1 grind their Cœrh, but Hand- mitis; 

0 "WY which: ate a Pair of Stones, in Form of Milſtones, or 
— wy Grind-ſtones, about two Foot over: They, uſe to 
eu ſpread a Clach (made of Wool, or Straw) bra Sheep- 
8 imon the Ground to receive the Meal, and lay their 
Lore lite Milſtones, called Quairns, "thereon; the upper 
n Stone having a Hole at the Center to let in the Corn, 
at Y atd a Stick, about 6 Inches long and an Inch thick; 
r ee ys the N 


Weir 


—— 
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kxed in the Middle of the demid iamiter, betwixt the 
Center and utmoſt Edge, for ane Handle : So on fits 


, down with a Leg on cach Side ot the Quairns, who 


with one Hand turns the upper Quairn, and with the 


ether feeds in the Corn or Barley; the Meal all the 


While iſſuing out around tbe Quairns. Of theſe Quairns 


every Family that is able, provides a Yair, and the poor- 
er Sort borrow. They have only one Kiln in the Ifle, 
| which is common to all, for drying their Corn: But 


often they burn the Straw of unthreſhed Oats, where- 


1 Oats are ſufficiently dryed, without Uſe of the 
lit ; j 


There is no Smith in the 10and, nor Shos maker, 
nor Tailor, and but two Weavers, who ſerve to weave 


their coarſe woolen Cloth; for they have no Flax in 
all their Lands. Sometimes the Steward brings a 


Tailor with him, who makes Clothes to ſuch as employ 
him; Others do the Beſt they can for themſelves. 
One of the Inhabitants of St. Kilde being Wind- 
bound, once, in the Ifle of Harries, was prevailed on 
by ſome of them that traded to Glaſgow, to go thither 


with them. He was aſtoniſhed. at the Length of the 


Voyage, and of the great Kingdoms as he: thought 
them, that is, Iſles by which they ſail'd; the largeſt 
in his Way did not exceed 24 Miles in Length, but 
he conſidered them comparatively, with his own little 
native Country. Upon his Arrival at Glaſgow, he 
was like One that dropt from the Clouds, into a new 
World; whoſe Language, Habit, Cc. were in all Re- 
ſpecs new to him; he never imagined that ſuch big 
Houſes of Stone were made with Hands; and for 
the Pavements of the Streets, hethougnt-it muſt needs 
be altogether natural; for he could not believe that 
Men would be at the Pains to beat Stones into the 


Ground to walk upon. He ſtood dumb at the Door 
of his Lodging with the greateſt Admiration; and 
when he ſaw a h and 2 Horſes, he thought it to be 
_ a little Houle they were drawing at their Tail, with 
Mien in it; but he condemned the Coachman for a Fool 
is lit lo unealy, for he thought it ſafer on the * 


AQ 


of one of the Horſes. The Mechaniſm of the Coach- 
wheel, and its running about, was the greateſt of all 


his Wonders. 


When he went thro' the Streets, he deſired to have 
one to lead him by the Hand. Thomas Roſs a Merchant, 
and others, that took the Diverſion to carry him thro* 
the Town, ask d his Opinion of the high Chur:þ# 
He anſwered, that it way a large Rock; that there 
were ſome in St. Kilda much higher, but that theſe 
were the beſt Coves he ever ſaw; for that was the I- 
dea he conceived of the Pillars and Arches upon which 
the Church ſtands. When they carryed him into the 
Church, he was yet more ; and held up his 
Hands with Ad miration, wondring how it was poſſible: 
for Men to build ſu h a prodigious Fabric, which 
he ſuppoled to be the largeſt in the Univerſe. He 
could not imagine what the Pews were deſigned for: 
He fancied that the People that wore Masks (not 
knowing whether —— were Men or Women) had been 

uilty of ſome ill Thing, for which they dar'd nos 
— their Faces- He was am zd at Womens wear - 
ing Patches, and fancied them to have been Bliſtem. 
Pendants ſeemed to him the moſt ridiculouw of all 
Things: He condemned Periwigs mightily, and 
much more the Powder uſed in them; in nne, he con- 
demned all Things as ſuperfluous he law not in his own 
Country. He look'd with Amazement, almolt on e- 
very Thing, all being new to him. When he heard 
the Church Bells ring, he was under a mighty Con- 
ſternation, as if the Fabrick of the World had been 
in great Diſorder... He did not think there had been 
ſo many People in the World, as in the City of Glaf- 
gow ; and it was a great Myſtery to him, to think what 
they could all defign by living ſo many in one Place. 
He wondred how they could all be turniſhed with Pro- 
viſion; and when he — big Loaves he could not tell 
Whether they were Bread, Stone, or Wood. He was a- 
mazed to think how they could be provided with 
Ale, tor he n-ver ſaw any there that drank. Water 
(They have ne Ale, Beer, nor other Liquors mr ary 
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taſer lis native Country! 
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M. Martin, in his. Bock of St. Ku,ʒ 1698, tells, us, 


Pag. 114. of their brewin 


Ale, but rarely; and for 


© Barm, they uſe «the: juice of! Nettle- Roots, which 
they put into a Diſh with a little Barley- meal Dough; 


produces good Neſt, which puts their Wort in.. 


= 


= Sowens, (i. e. W being blended toge- 
tos Ferment, aud makes good Ale, ſo that when they 


; drink plentitully of it, it diſpoſes them to dance mer; 


rily. Their eammop Drink is Water, or. Whey. 
The St. Kilda Man, at Glaſgom, wondred how 
they made them fine Clothes, and to ſee Stockins made 


without being firſt cut, and afterwards ſewed, was no 


mall Yonder to him. He thought it fooliſh. in- B 
Woman to wear thin Silks; as being a very improper 
Habit for ſuch as pretended to any Sort of Employ- 


met. When be ſaw the Womens Feet, he judged 


them #0 be of another Shape than: thoſe of the Man, 
hecauſe of the different * of their Shoes, He 
did not approve of the Heels of Shoes worn by Men 
or Women ʒ and: when he: 
on theit Feet, and faſtned with Iron Nails, he could; 


not forhear Laughigg, and thought it the molt. ridieu- 


lous Thing that fell under his Obſervation He long d 
again; and paſſionately uiſh · 
edit: were bleſſed with. Ale, Brandy, Ind: T:obac- 
co, (of which laſttahey are great Lovers) and Iron, as 
Imre i or pier ined tg uin J 
There axe iſome Eagles there, which ſometinſes do! 


them Harm, by taking away ſame of their: Sheep, and 


Lambs; tho M. Aartin, in his Time, fays;: that 
they douched nothirig there, but made their Purchaſe 


im the adjacent Iſles and Cobt inen: 3 en; 
Their Way of getting Fire in Martins I ĩme, hen 
they went to the leſſer Iſles, was by a Stedly Flint 


aid T inder, which an Inhabitant fur niſned them, for 


_ . Which be had a Tax; or Gratuity allowed him; called 
by them, the Fire- penny 3 which Martin relieved: 


them of, he ſays, by ſhewing thein how to fetch Fire 


trom the Chry ſtal· rocks 3 which Was ſurpriſing to, 


them: 


er ved Horſes with Shoes. ill ©: 


breeds unclean 


them: But for this they have a better Way now, vi. 
by. carrying Fire with them in a Pot, which the In- 
habitants furniſh by Turns; wherefore the Furniſher 


has Allowance, called the Pot-penny. They have no 


Money: here, but do buy or ſell by Barter. The In- 
habitants here contract a Cough ſometimes when Strans 
gers come among them and ſtay for any Time, which 
continues ſome 8 or 10 Days; with this the Infants 
upon tbe Breaſt are infected, as has been obſerved. . 
In Martin's Time, they fed much on Fowl (they 
then being ſo plenty) eſpecially the Solan Gooſe, Puffin, 
and Fulmar, but eat no Salt with them; which, then, 
was judged, to be the Cauſe of a Leproſy that broke 
out among them : And he ſays, The Year after his 
being there, 12 of them died of this Diſtemper; and 


were in the ſame Condition with a Man there, who. 


feeding the fame Way, became corpulent, and his 
Throat almoſt cloſed; whom Mr. Martin adviſed te 


eat Salt with his Meat, to exerciſe himſelt in the Fields, 
and forbear- eating fat Fowl, and the Pudding called 


Giben, (i. e. the Fat of their Fowls, with which they 


ſhion of a Pudding; this they put in the Infuſion of 
Oat-meal, which they call Brechan) and bade him eat 


to do it, ina few Days, ſays he, his Voice was much 
clearer, his Appetite recovered, and he in a fair Way 
of Recovery, But, ie 1855 

The Caſe is now altered, as is ſeen in the Letter a- 
bove mentioned, wherein it is found, That the Writer 


mo than twenty die. And further, 


whe 


ſtuff the Stomach or Belly of the Solan Goole, in Fa- 


Sorrel ; who, when with Difficulty. he was perſwaded 


is affected and afflicted to ſee the poor People in their 
extreme uf ya driven to eat unclean Meats, which 
iſeaie, whereof, he ſays, he has ſeen. 


Tis otherwiſe found, That the Writer of the above 
Paragraph, by his interpoſing and uſing bis beſt En- 
deavours with the Tutors of the Laird of Mac- Lead. 
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2 2 Deſeription 0 & 
who is Proprietor of this Iſle, as Occaſion offered 
him; and with the Baillie or Steward, who at preſent 

one called Jobn Mack-Leod, and lives all the Winter 
in another Ile called Paba, with his Family, and uch 


as he is pleaſed to take along with him: And during 
their Abode in the Iſland, the Natives are taken up in | 


climbing the Rocks, cathing Fowls, and taking Eggs 3 
and the Steward diſpoſes of fach Merchandiſe as he 


fakes along with him, and receives therefore of the- 


roduct of the Hand. Fhey pay the Value of 20 
Pence for the Peck of Salt, and the like for a Pound 
of coarſe Tobacco, and fo proportionally for other 
Things; and, by reaſon of their great Di and 
Poverty, no other but the Steward and his Retinue 
ever comes te that Place; and ſeldom or never does 
any of the Natives come out of that Iſland, fo that *tis 
little they can know of the World, and upon many 
Accounts are much to be pitied: They are in a Man- 
ver Priſoners, yea worſe, all Things being confidered ; 

Priſoners in other Places have the Advantage of Vifits 
from Friends, and Converſe with them, and Chriſttan 
Comfort in their Diſtreſs, and other Affiſtance, which 
| thay poor People haye not for the greateſt Part 
of the Year, except when the Steward and his 
Followers come among them to demand his Rents, 

iz. Down, Wool, Butter, Cheeſe, Cows,” Sheep, 
Fouls, Oil, Ce. And they look upon that Viſit as fo 
great Ad vantage to them, ſeeing they are kept in con- 
_ Trouble while the Steward is among them, and 
they very much grudge what he carries away with 


OY him, and that they muſt all the Year be toiling for 


Others ; And yet they are not ſingular in this: But 
| (hey know not the Circumſtances of Others in the 
World, and even in this ſame Nation, as to that Par- 
ticular, who are in the ſame Caſe with themſelves. 
However they complain of the Steward among 

 Urreulelves, they gather together in his Abſence, 


muſt 
„ 


, 


* — — nn — * 


ENS St. KILDA. 1 
Huſt ape o Butter & Cheeſe,at his Return the enſu- 
ing Year; and for this End he has a Dopyty always on the 
Place,called the Officer, and is one of the Natives; he has 
ch tree Lands from the Steward, and is at preſent the 5 
richeſt Man in the Iſland, having about Twenty Cows, 
in if not mo, (the reſt having only as is above narrated) | 
BY and 2 or 300 Sheep. So that, . is bere hinted, 
7 I theſe Peopie muſt be thought to be in a very bad Con- 
dition, as indeed they are. e a, htc 
The Soil here is very grateful, if they can get a Coii- 
2 of Dung to it, producing ordinarily 16, 18, 
or 20 Fold ſometimes; their Grain is only Bear and 
ſome Oats; the Barley the largeſt in the Weſter), Iles; 
they have no Plough but Spades for labouring; their 
Harrows are of Wood, and their Teeth in the Front 
alſo, and all the Reſt ſupplied with Tangles of Sea« 
ware tied to the Harrow by the ſmall Ends ; the Roots 
hanging looſe behind, ſcatter the Clods broken by the 
wooden Teeth ; they are forced to uſe this for want of 
Wood. The chief Ingredient in their Compoſts (i. e. 
Dung for their arable LONG is, Aſhes of Turf mix- 
ed with Straw, mixing their Urine therewith,as it comes 
from the Fountain, that being moſt ad vantageous; which, 
by Experience, they ſind to have much of the vege - 
table Niere They ſow very thick: They pluck their 
Bear by the Roots in Handfuls, inſtead of ſhearing it 
with Hooks. The Corn produced by this their 
Compoſt is perfectly free of any Kind of Weeds; it 
produces much Sorrel, where the Compoſt reaches. 
They divide their Lands each three Years, as is ſaid; 
and that for the Benefit of the bad Labourers; hd 
get from their Neighbours fat well manured Ground, 
for his bad; and the other ſays he will he will inake - 
that bad Land yield as well as the other, by dunging 
and delving it well. * 5 
Their arable Land is very nicely parted into Ten 
Diviſions, and theſe into Subdiviſions, each Diyifion 
diſtinguiſhed by the Name of ſome deceaſed Man or 
Woman, who were natives of the Place; there is bne 
| Spot called Malta Tris, 1 Multis Agtis 
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2A. Deſcrip 07 of 
They are very exact in theit e and di vide 
bath he Files as well as Fowling Rocks . with as 
 $reat Niceneſs as they do their Corn. and ( 00 
will pot allow, bis Nelghbour ts. ad þ1h on fil Se 
LN N enen 2 een 1 7 
in the Boat; for this int a, art of bis P efhan, 
will take Care that no Eneroachtment be made upon 
the leaſt Part of it, and this with a particular Fegard;to 
their Succeflors, that they. may loſe; ng, Privilege de. 
pepding upon any Parcel of their Farm. They haye 
but one Boat in the Iſle, and every Man hath a Sßpre 
is it proportionably to the Actes of Ground for which 
the 
eu at the Oar for a long Time, Withcur 
thiſfon : | 
 cloſs.to their ancient Laws and Statutes; nor will they 
by any Means eonſent to alter their firlt (tha? unrea. 
ſonable) Conſtitutions 3 An Inſtance hereof is, They 
| have unchangeably continued. their firſt and ancient 
Meaſures, as the Maile, Amir, and Cubit: The Maile 


contains io Pecks, the Amir 2 Peeks; the Cubit ; or 


in cher an Lave. Keile, i. e. an Had of 


Wood, is the Diſtance from the Elbow to the Finger's 
End; this they only uſe in meaſuring their Boats: 
The Amir has been ulcd this 100 Years, whereby tis 
become conſiderably leſs; to compenſate which: Loſs, 
the Steward, for his Part, will have (from a preten- 


4 


ded Cuſtom received ſomeway ) the Meaſurer ot the 
' Corn, to hold his Hand at the Amir Side, i hold 
ſome Barley above the due Meaſure ; but the Inhabi- 
tants will not allow of it, it being to them unreaſo- 
nable. Alſo. „ 
Another Inſtance ſome Vears before Mr. Martin, ſo 
often mentioned above, is; The. Steward then, determi- 
ned to exact a Sheep from each Family in the Ifle, the 
Number amounting to 27; and for this he put them in 
Mind q a late Precedent, of their having given the like 
Number to his Predeceſſor. But they anſwered, That 
what they. gave then, was voluntary, and upon ah ex- 
| traordinary Occclion, of his being Wind- bound in the 
Ile 3 and that this was not to be à Cuſtom en, 


7 


pay Rent. They are Rout, Rowers, and will 
Fi W : # $56 F 4 & 7 #4 ny tex: 
But are, bad ravellers. They as ver 


St. X. L. D 27 
Tt which Neef vas very good, and One would 
nk, that 1250 ang els then, deſery'd a gratefuller 
ital.) However, the Steward ſent his Brother, 
Re a competent Number af Men, to. take the Sheep | 
from, them by Force; ; bur the, Natiyey, arming them- 
ſelves with their Daggers and. Fiſhing-rods, attack'd 
5 Steward's Brother, giving him ſome Blows on the 
ead; and fore g Bp to retire; re infeta, they telling 
ni that they Would. pay no n w 1 axes : And, by this 
9 0 üer, the "prefer their Freedom from 
m poſition, af, that But the Steward has 


ot; ke by d 44655 ſo as ever > Folly pays it, if he haye 
fp he taking ane of every 20 from them. 

reat * their Soncern for this Amir above- 

15 char 55 1&y unanimouſly determined to ſend 

cer as Enypy (according to the ancient Cuſtom) 

5 en t their ( 45 to Mack- -Le:d. : This was the 

4 ſeveral Cauncil, in which the Maſter of 

"every E gre mi ate,.. fince every Family pays this 


HEY Ap "Amir. o r all AI to maintain his 
Ne o 


an 19 8 the | 
'% 10 kall-o r 7 Sh of his b Nahteun⸗ $ go in 
v 1 4nd. th therein; the GR 4. the Cleit muſt 
ma . it gopd, in Ne heep. If the Door” be 
open, and had out, as well 28 in, he is 

ler 3 r, if he has) Selle that he cloſed the Door, 
he is free, tho ſeyeral Sheep died in bis Cleit. If One 
h haye t 0 Joe, 00 ropen, and Cows go in thereat; if 
then q 1 kill Megs the Owner of the living 
| 758 105 make A oe and the dead Cow is his own. 
F ane, aL, 45 another down a ſteep Rock or Brae, 

j gf io be kil) £8 .phen,, they ſay,rthe; alf of the dead 
"is blem on the Brag; -for, Were ſhe ona 
n, {he oy fight. for herlelf; Wbercfore the li- 
150 11. dead Co s are quglly divided betwixt their 
Wners. When they go to take Sheep in the ſeep 
Kg, if any of. 1 {al}: down the Rocks and are 
Pub 95 fall or run into che Sea in chafing them; the 
uers mull pay each * Share, proportionable to 
2 


his 
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his Ability, of the Sheep ſo 


cChaſe them, he that hath moſt Sheep of them 
| pays the Loſs, if there be any, 
and the Other pays him the Half in again, in Lamb 


be muſt make all good; except Witneſſes 


being free of that 


| their Credit, that the 


* 
. 


— 


. A Deſcription of 
"ie So, if one Man en- 
gages to chaſe alone, be pays the whole Loſs; If Two 
| Two, e- 
Sheep for Sheep z 


| They 'reckon'the Price of a Sheep with the Lamb, 


two Merks, at Belton 20 Pence, at Lambmay with- 


out a Lamb 16 Pence, at Hallowmas 15 Pence: But 


tis Frequently N in Barley, When there are 5 or 6 


Men about the Loſs, and the Corn not ſcarce; If t 


want Corn, they rather take Barley. If one find a 


young Lamb that has loſt its Dam, and another proye 
the Lamb co be his, (the Mother refuſing it Suck, by 
being away for ſome Time) he that found it muſt make 


it good to the Owner, if it die, or Þe loſt. Where- 
fore, one Man will not ſuffer another to go through 


his Sheep in the Fields, till he and others that haye 


| Sheep be preſent, eſpecially in Lambing-time x Or, 


if any will go through his own and Neighbour's Sheep, 
and they but move, and happen to fall from the Rocks, 

, be. near to 
teſtify that none of them moved or fell till he was quite 
by them. If One leave his Sheep well to Day, and 
any Other paſs thro them after him that Day, or the 
next, if thereafter he miſs one or mo of them, he muſt 
refound them, except he have Witneſſes to atteſt his 
eed, or giye his Oath of Know: 
ledge for that Effect. So he that goes thus, without 


. Witneſſes, is always cenſured. But there ſeldom falls 
out any Strife among them (for they are generally 


lubject and ſubmiſhye to their own Laws) except 


7 b | | P 
by ividing the Effects of the Dead; and when any 
_ 


thus happens, it is left to the Baillie's Deciſion, 
according to their 'Laws. And they are ſo ſtrict in 
poor Debitor will he obliged 


to give in Payment what he cannot fpare, and will not 
be allow'd to offer what is moſt comman in Traffick 
„„ ET AE THT wk 
The Officer, as ſuch, gy 6 to adjuſt the reſpe- 
arafs, and Rocks, and 


Rive Proportion of Lands, 
VVV 
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what-elſe could be claim'd by vertue of the laſt Tack 


or Leaſe, which is nevet longer than for 3 Years, con- 
deſcended to by the Steward: Alſo, he is obliged al- 


ways to diſpute with the Steward for what is due to 


any of them, and never to give over until he has ob- 
' tain'd his Demand, or put him into ſuch a Paſſion, that 
he gives the Officer, at leaſt, 3 Strokes on the Head, 
with his Cudgel; after which, he has done, having 


erformed r by the ancient Cuſtoms: 
But he is not diſpenſed with, if the Strokes amount 
ſay, according to Mr. Martin. 
He has ſome Acres of Land given 


not to Three; as the Steward and Inhabitants both 


him by the Stews 


ard for ſerving him and the Inhabitants, and the Bon- 
pet worn by himſelf at his leaving; the Iſland; the 
Steward's Wife leayes with the Officer's the Head-dreſs 


worn by her ſelf;;with a Paynd- of Indico. 
Their Meire, which imports an Officer, was an- 
ciently choſen, or atleaſt approyed by the People, ere 


the Steward. ſettled him in his Office ; but now the 
Stewards. have the Nomination of him abſolutely :: He 


is Preſident over them in their. Debates, takes Care 


that the Lots be managed impartially, that none te 
Whoſe Share they may fall may have Cauſe to repine, 


whether it be for the Steward's Service, or the Com- 


mon- wealth's. The Uſe of the Lots, tagether with 
the Crucifix, do mightily contribute to their Peace 


and Quiet, keeping every One within his pro 


Bounds; And indeed it muſt be a very odd Caſe that 


falls not within the Compaſs of thoſe Two to deter- 


mine. When any Caſe cannot be decided by the Lots, 
and is decidable only by the Oath of the Parties, then 
the Crucifix mult determine the Matter; and if it 
ſhould prove a Cale. of the higheſt Importance, any of 


them is at Liberty to refer it to his Neighbour's Oath, 


without any Suſpicion of Perjury, prpvidin the Ce- 
remony of Touching the Crucifix with their Right- 
hand be obſer vad: And this is always publickly per- 
formed, as ſayy Martin. But this ſuperſtitious Cu- 
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ego WW Defebiption's 
i YIMI -- woll as ethers,” 41s done away ſpree Mr, FiccFin 

-their:Miniſer: dane amen them 7 1894 20 
1 . It any Man is guilty of Beatintz his Neighbor, he 
a (s Jiableito a Fine, not exceeding; che 04 'of 2/511. 
Ps Stari. except there be Blood Fr anch then it4 $4 in 


6 45: bit at the Stewards Pleaſure to exaRt them or n 
. for to him all the Complaints are given in at his Ari 
1 val, 5 the Officer. But they agree e to- 
14 :get ether — and ſeſdom it is th Strife or Debaj 
| ppen amonp thöm ; which is to the Praiſe of 
4 Great G zood Providence, if their Rüdenkfs 
1 1 Ignorance be compared with 'the more intelligent 
1 Woeſch: d rtr fnovig ts 22 
ere their Offitery/s a Polit of his Honour; fut 
0 be the Firſt that lands in the leſſer Illes and” Rocks; 
b whieh Point of Honbur expoſes, him te frequept Dan- 
ers: For, when they come near the Landing rock, 
eatehes the firſt Opportunity of the calmeſt Waye, 
Pando a Rope tied about bis Middle, wir fi*he 
Shen End nodes to the Boat in caſe of- 1 ops 
© *6ht: upon tlie Rock: If he lands fafe, he B bl 
Au a ſechre Place) ind with his Rop 400 ft 
co im, Except tho's whoſe Tarn'it is to hs 5795 
Boat; but if i Jum mping he falls to the Sea (as fople- 
tinios he does) thenthe is drawn in N by the Rope, 
tand the next, whoſe Turn it is, muſt try his Forrui 4 
the tormer nt being lig d to hazard h bimſelf opal 
LY this Time. 807 
— — Boat is curiouſſy divided” into Apartmer JF 
rtlonsble ta their Lands and Rocks; and this is 
Malng uifhed-to a Hair's- brendth, that C One cannot ei en- 
. upon Another's Privilege. 
5 Their Officer, in his Embaſſy, ojice travelled as Gr 
as to land on the Continent next to Shye, (and it Lag 
long Jourhey for a Native of St; Kids fo to do, for 
3 any of the Inhabitants ever have the Opportu- 
. nity of travelling fo far) where he obſerved many wop- 
| derful Things in his Way. But he and the Iſlanders | 
- leok on Mack. Leod's Family to be equivalent to that 
of an Imperial . and the * to be only Supe- 
kot 
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nor c dim, It was impoſſiole fur“him, or theſe with. 
an himylto deſeribe the ſtrange Lowland Dreſs his: Lady 
de wore z they achmired Glass windows, and a Lodking- 
ene them was = Ptodigy'; they were amazed when 
they ſaw.Cloth-bangings upon à thick Stone wall, ard 
condtmn'd it ABA hing very vai and ſuperfluous; \ 
One o their Number landing in:the Iſle of Harries; 
edguired who was the Proprietor 6bitheſe Lands? T he 
told bim it was $ech-Leod, which did not a little rat 
his Opinion of bim. This Man aſterwards, when he was 
in the Iſle of Stye, and had. travelled ſome Miles there; 
l upon an Eminence, and looking tour 
heut him, he fancied he ſaw a great Part of the World; 
anck chen enguired to whom thoſeLAnds did * one 
ofthe, Company told, him, Mac- Tro was Maſter of 
theſe Lands alſo; the St Kilda Man, lifting up his Eyes 
and Hands to Heaven, Cried but with Admiration, 0 
mighty Prince, who art Maſter of ſuch vaſt Territorie:! 
This he expreſt lo emphatically in the 1iſh Language; 
that it became a Proverb afterwards, When One would 
expte(s « Greatneſs and Plenitude of Power. One of 
the Things he and they with him,wondred at moſt, was; 
the! Growth of Trees; they thought the Beauty of 
Leaves and Branches admirable, and how they grew 
to ſuch à Height above Plants, was far above their Con- 
Neeption. For there grow no Trees, no not ſo much as 
4 Shrub is I. hls. oo ot 5 . 
One of their Number having travelled in the Ile 
of Skye, to the South Part of it, thought this a pro- 


werte digious Journey; and ſeeing in the oppoſite Conti- 
Tk nent the Shire of Inverneſs devided FA Stye only 
or Wy a narrow Sea, enquired of the Company, if that 
as far (ns the Border of England. j . 
920 a || One of the St. Kilda Men, after he had taken a pret- 
lo, for y large Doſe of Aqua-vitz, and way become very hea- 


„with it, as he was falling into à Sleep, and fancy- 
ng it was to have been his Laſt, expreſſed to his Com- 
anions the great Satisfaction he had in meeting with 
bat uch an eaſy Paſſage out of this World; For, ſaid he, 
„ t is attended with 0 Kind of Pain. In ſnort, ſays 


they will alſo be ver 
Feaſting, _ 
Their Diverſions 


7 wk ip 


uſe 


do them moſt aſtoniſhin 
bow it is poſſible for any 


Martin here, 


1 Deſcription of 2 
their Opinion of foreign Objects is as res 
mote from the ordinary Sentiments' of other Mankind, 
as they are themſelves from all foreign Converſe. | 
For Divertiſement, the Inhabitants ride their Hor- 
ſes at the Anniverſary Cavalcade of Micbale mas; this 
they never fail no obſerve. They begin at the Shoar; 
and ride as far as the Houſes; they ule no Saddles of 
any kind, nor | Bridle; but a Rope of Straw which 
manages the Horſes Head; and when they have all ta- 
ken the Horſes by Turns, the Show is over for that 

Time. Theſe ſuperſtitious Days: they - obſerve very 
punctually, they being at certain ſet Times, and the) 
call them Holy-days; but can give no Reaſon for this 
Obſervance, other than practical Antiquity; on which 
y jovial in Singing, Dancing, and 


| are ſhort Clubs and Balls of Wood; 
The Sand is a fair Field for this Sport and Exerciſe, in 
which they take great Pleaſure, and: are very nimble 
at it; they play tor ſome Eggs, Fowls; Hooks, or 
Tobacco ; and ſo eager are they for Victory, that they 
themſelyes to their Shirts to obtain it: They 
wiming and Diving, and are very expert in both. 
The Women have their Aſſemblies in the Middle of 
the Village, where they diſcourſe of their Affairs, but 
in the mean Time employin 
ning in Order to make their Blankets; they ſing and 
jeſt for Diverſion, and in their Way underſtand Poe- 
try, and make Rhimes in their Language.; both Sexes 
having a Genius herefore ; and both are very courte- 
aus. | 
Both Sex 


their Diſtaff, and ſpin- 


es have a great Inclination to Novelty, and, 
perhaps, any Thing may be thought-new with them, 
that is but different from their Way of Managing 
Land, Cattel, Fowls, Cc. But above all; Writing was 
they could not conceive 
Niortal to expreſs the Concep- 
tions of the Mind in ſuch black Characters upon white 
Paper. After they would admirably argue upon the 
Subject, and were told, that within the S pace of 2 
VPC Years 


oncep- 
white 
on the 
e of 2 
Years 
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Years, or leſs if they pleaſed, they might be taught to 
read. and write ; but they were not of the Opinion that 
either of them could be obtained, at leaſt by them in 
an Age (as Mr. Martine relates) tho' they do know 


the contrary hereof by Experience how, blefſed be God, 


as may be hinted at afterwards. rg 
Their Way of celebrating,& ſolemnizing their Marri- 


ages was thus, vit. When the Parties are agreed to match 


one With another, as Man and Wife, then, the common 
Officer that preſides over them, ſummons all the In- 
habitants of both Sexes to a Chappel near the Town, 
called Chriſt's Chappel, where being aſſembled, he, viz: 
the Officer, or any other appointed to marry them, 
after they are cauſed to be preſented to the Marriage- 
ſtool, enquires publickly if there be any Impediment 
why theſe Parties ſhould not be joined in the Bond of 
Matrimony ? And if there be no Objection to the con- 
trary, he then erquires of the Parties, if they are re- 
ſolyed to live together in Well and Woe, Ce. After 
their Aſſent, (he taking out bisDurk naked, and there- | 
upon cauſing them to itwear it) he declares them mar- 
ried Perſons ; and then deſires them to ratify this their 
ſolemn Promiſe in the Preſence of God and the People, 
in order to which the Crucifix is tendred to them, and 
both put their Right-hands upon it, as the Ceremony 
by which they ſwear Fidelity one to. another during 
their Life-time. In this Manner, Mr. Jobn Campbel Mi- 
niſter of Harries (to whom Mack-Leod the Proprie- 
tor of the Iſle heartily recommended the Care of the 
Inhabitants of St. Kilda) married 15 Pair on the 17th 
of June 1697, as Mr. Martin relates, who was there 
with Mr. Campbel, tho both reſided there but about 


20 Days. But this Way of Marrying is now quite a- 


boliſhed., Immediately after Marriage, they take a 
Country-Dance, having a Bagpipe for their Muſick; 
which pleaſes them exceedingly. The Richer Sort 
give their Help, at this Time, to the Poorer, to enrich. 
their Stock, viz. by giving the married Parties ſome 
of their Cattle; Others, Seed to ſow theit Land, Ce. 
The Men are gene hs Ba than the Women, which 
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is mainly attributed to their Climbing, whereby many 
of them are kill'd, by falling from the Rocks, or 
drowned in the Sea. Allo, , OO Ou 
Their Manner of Burylbg their Dead of old was 
thus, viz. When One dies, they give a Cry through 
the whole Iſland, that all the People at Work, whether 
in Field or Mountain, may thereupon come home. 
And indeed they ſeem to have a great Regard for the 
Dead, they all abſtaining from ordinary Work till che Y, 
Corps is interr'd, which they keep out of the Ground >< 
but for one Day only. The Time of the Fuperaſs, the Fa. 
Gentlemen and Commonality are entertain'd with a en 
good deal of Civility; Theſe concerned with the Corps * 
giving them what the Iſle affords, and their Circuni- 4 
Rances can allow; and alſo, friendly Compliments ſent I Pro 
tao the Houſes. of thoſe that watch the Corps, and make ne 
the Grave. At Interring the Corps, they are fo mind- whi 

ful of Mortality, Ace and a future Life, that and 
they all draw to a Side, take off their Bontiets, and the * C 
Poor their Caps made of Cloth, and ſay Prayers; Gr; 
therein humbly craving, That the Lord would prepare had 
them for that State. The which may ſerve for a ſharp 
 Reproof to (and, if not taken and duly proves Will oth 
be a Witneſs againſt) many, who, notwit ſtanding of dui 
their better Education, 'and having by the Goſpel been \ 
taught better Things, yet act far otherwiſe, and much.? 
more diſcommendably, at ſuch Occaſions, They eſteem} Prit 
the Grave, where the Corps of the Dead is to be in- Ber, 
terr'd, ſo ſacred a Bed, that they ſet a Perſon at each he) 
End of it, that no Dog, Cat, or other Brute-creature, K 
- approach to, nor croſs over the ſame. After Prayers, ther 
a Snuff. box or two goes round the xr on and As 
the Poor get only a Penlul or two in their Palms, eſpe - ce 
cially if in Haſte to be aWWyax. 
The Women alſo have a ſuperſtitious Cuſtom, when Th 
they meet with any croſs Providence, That they go hy 
ordinarily. to the Grave-ſtone of their Husband, or h 
neareſt Relation, and there weep and howl. But now e! 
they, as allo the Men, are much reformed from this H 
and their other fooliſh and mimical Obſervances, 75 og 
e e eee e eee ene 
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they have been bleſſed with a Goſpel · miniſter of their 
own: Upon theſe Occaſions, he would go to them, 
and give them the Subſtance of the 5th of the Romans, 
or What was found fitteſt for the Purpoſe ; ſo that now, 


ſeeing the Madneſs of. theſe their fooliſh Ways, they 


have much, abandoned the and come to a better 


Mind, The Foreſaid ſays, He never ſaw them make 
a Graye or bury their Dead on the odd Day of the 

ear. Alſo, out of a groundleſs (tho' ſuperſtitious ) 
Fancy that their Children will live by Baptizing them 
on Saturday, they did it all then; yet they ſee it has 
not the wiſhed-for Effect: Which Cuſtom is now alſo 
done away. Alſo, lately, the Miniſter having ap- 
proached. the. Grave nearer than his uſual, he eſpied 


one of the Tenants. uſing, ſome ſuperſtitious Motions, 


which he took not heed to, until he took up a Spade, 
and. lifted. as much Earth of the Grave, as would fill 


2 Child's Hand or Fiſt, and then did ſpit a little in the 


Grave, and threw in the little Quantity of Earth he 


had an the Spade into the Grave; all which he did the 


2d or 3d Time. All the Reaſon he had from him or 
others was, T hat they are obliged to do it for Anti- 
quity or Cuſtom's Sake. 
+ ..:,:4.., . Af tor-their, Religion, | ; 
Mr. Martin ſays, They are Chriſtians (in bis Book 
printed 1698, pag. 82.) much of the primitive Tem- 


per, neither inelined to Enthuſiaſm nor Poyery And 


they leave off warking after · Twelve a. Clock on Satur- 


day, as beiog an ancient Cuſtom delivered down to 


them from their Anceſtors, and go no more to it till 
Monday. Morning. And, pag. 83. he ſays, They be- 
lie ve in God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; and a 
State of future Happineſs and Miſery; and that all E- 
vents, whether good or bad, are determined by GOD : 


They ule a Set · lorm of Prayer at the Hoiſing of their 
d. or Sils: They ly down, riſe, and begin their Labours in 
| the Name af GOD. They baye a Notion, that Spirits 
are embadied:; theſe they fancy to be locally in Rocks, 


Hilk, and wherever they liſt, in one Inſtant, ſays Mar- 
tin: But they are now better taught, and believe 


E 2 e other- 
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36 Deſeription .ofs 
otherwiſe. And in his Book printed 1703, Pag. 283. 
ſays, They are of the Reformed Religion. But as for 


mitive e e Mr. Martin means, the Read - 
er may judge, by the Superſtructure they raiſed upon 
head, (and that as Mr. Martin relates it) hoth by the 


table to the Reader, toſhow what Way they were firſt 


Prayer, the Creed, and Ten Commandments, aright; 


rectirg idolatrous Monuments, Cc. among them: With 
this Teacher and Religion they continued until the /riþþ 
| Rebellion, which broke out in the Year 1641, where 
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—— 


es cons 


what Kind of a reformed Religion,and whatKind of pri- 


this their Belief of the Trinity of Perſons in the God - 


Sequel, and in Part, by what is already ſaid abbve. 
Yet, it may not be amils, and, perhaps, not unaceep- 


chriſtianized, according to the beſt Account 
be had of it, which take as follows, viz, 
_ *Tis commonly reported by the Natives, and others 
more concerned in this Affair, that about the Begin- 
ning of the laſt Century or thereabout, there happe- 
ned to be One in St. Kilda, who went under the Name 
of a Popiſh-Prieſt ; but was ſo ignorant, that he was 
not capable to teach them the Repetition of the Lord's 


that can 


yet was this nominal Prieſt it ſeems skiltul enough to 
teach theſe, poor ignorant 'People, who then might re- 
ceive any Impreſs, Superſtition and Idolatry,by giving 
them Beads, Images, Obſerving of ſuperſtitious Days, E- 


there was one Coll Mackdonald, alias Ketoch, (for he 
loſt his Right-hand in the then Wars, whoſe Son called 
Alaſter Mackdonald was lain in the following Irifþ Re- 
bellion) a Commander in chief of the 1riſþ Army, & was 
of the Mackdonalds in Ireland, or of the Family of 
Antrum, the Mackdonald's Chief, there; this Coll 


Macdonald alias Ketoch being defeat in Battle, looſ- 


ling his Right-hand, and his Army which he had raiſed 
for the Popiſh Intereſt rooted, was forced, with a few, 


to flee for his Life; and getting his Foot in a Veſſel, 
comes to Land in St, Kilda, whom, when the Inhabi- 


tants ſaw, they run away fram him and his Men, into 


a Cave in ſome remote Corner of the Iſland, where 


they thought they might be moſt ſafe from him, whom 


they 


With 
riß 
vhere 
or he 
zalled 
b Re- 
X was 
ily of 
Coll 

looſ- 
raiſed 
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of his friendly Deſigns, and be himſelf advancing gra- 
dually, enforces what his Men had ſaid, by telling 1 
he had no hoſtile Deſign E them, and that tho? 
he had, he was not. in To ition to effe& it, ſince he 
wanged the Right-hand (ſhewing them the Stump z) ſa 
pulling out his Mill, and giving them a Snuff, with 
which, and ſome other Significations of Kindneſs, 


they came to be delivered of their former Fears; ſo 


that he lived in Safety and uietneſs with them for 
the Space of three Quarters of a Year : This Coll Aſacłk 
donald, at Length examining them of their Religion 


and Principles, found that the Prieſt was very ignorant, 


and had not taught the People the Lord's Prayer, De- 


calogue, and Creed aright : So rebuking the Prieft, 


he corrected this, by cauſing them repeat theſe aright: 
He likewiſe eſtabliſhed them in their ſuperſtitious 
and idolatrous Practices, being himſelf a bigotted Pa- 


piſt. The poor People, judging the Prieſt to be in 


the Wrong, and laoking on him to be ignorant, reſol- 
ved to depoſe him; for the Doing whereof, they refer · 
red it to the Sentiment of this Coll Mackdonald, whether 
they ſhould do it or not; but this Col! put them off 
ſuch Thoughts, by wg them, he never ſaw a Prieſt 
depoſed in his Country for Ignorance; with this and 
other ſuch like reaſonleſs Reaſons they were ſatisfied. 
And this was all, the Religion they had till the Year. 
1697, when Mr. Jobn Camphel Miniſter of Harries 
(and M. Martin) came to them, who continued only. 
about 20 Days among them, as was hinted above; in 
which little Time, he did doubtleſs good amon them. 
for he- greatly diſproved their ſuperſtitious and idola- 
trous Kind of Worſhip, and taught them otherwiſe, 
as his little Time there would allow ; alſo he threw 
down ſeverals of their Statues and Altars, (being no 


Doubt aſfiſted hereto by Mr. Martin, the Steward 


and his Men) at the which they were highly offended, 
and did upbraid him therefore; and ſaid to him, that 
ſome ſad Judgment would befal him for his ſo Boing, 
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they thought ta be anEnemy come to deſtroy them; but 
e ſending ſome jou of his Men after them, told them 


Day, and in the Morning they ſay 
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wedded were the 1 Abomtnations: Where 
by it may appear, that, tho he e got ot of their material 
Monuments of Idolatry thrown own, yet the ſpiritu- 
1 Ones which were. erected in their Hearts wers not 
touched, as their preſent Miniſter, Mr. Mexander 
| Buchan found at his firſt ſettling there among them; 
whereof the Reader may hear afterwards. But. 
Pirſt, it may be ſhown the Reader what Aecount 
Mr. Martin gives of their Reformation, and what it 
is he rekons che primitive Chriſtian (but rather An- 
. Temper to Which take as he relates it 
in his Book intituled A, tate Voyage to St, Kilda, printed 
London 1698. Page 8. 

They obſerye, ſays he, the feſtivals of 7. mas, 
Faſter, Good-Friday, St. Columba's, Day, & that of Al] 
Saints; upon this they have an Anniverſary, Cavaleade, 
But this is a Miſtakeʒ for their Cavalcade is at Mic bacl mas. 
In his Book intituled, A Deſcription of the 6 455 

ef SCOTLAND, ee. London. 1 55 age 287, 


. fays,* The aflemble the Church-y on the Lords 
arts Prayer, 
Creed, and Ten auhc k. EA Work at no 
hg till Munday, neither Will they allow a 
er to work ſooner. This is all the: e Worſhip on, 
blervance of the Lord Ss Day they. have, as , 

1 Nells us. 

As to their Manner of Rap tixing dg. bis Bock pr 
* 1698; and Pag. 91.) he calls us, The Patent 71 in 
the Officer or 'any of his: Net Cox p 2, baptize his 
Child, and Abel to be Sponlor: He that per forms 
the Minilter's Part, being to fi — * Child's Name 
is to be, ſays, A. B. 1 baptrxe, thee to "Your. Father and 
your Mot her, in the Name of the Father, 155 and Holy 
Gbeſt; then the Sponſor takes the Child i n his Arms, 
as doth his Wife as God- mother; and, ever after this, 

ere is a Friend ſhip between the Parent. and Sponlor. 
5 As to Swearing, he ſays thus, bir. 

. bey ſwear deeifive Oaths by the Crucifix (which 
exceeds not a Foot in Length; oF Body is com ete]y 
done, 3 and having a Crown on, a = a 
| , ; __Gruvy 
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ere. Crucifted Poſture) and this puts in End to any Can. 


erial Ml troverſy; for there is not one Inſtance, or the leaſt Su- 
itu- reg of Perjury among them. The Cruciſia is of 
not Bras, it lies upon the Altar, but they pay no religi- 
nder ous Worſhip to it; yet they have it in great Reve- 
em; rence, ſays he. One of the Inhabitants was ſo ſincere, 
chat (rather than forſwear himſelf upon the 2 
ount he confeſſed a capital Crime before the Miniſter and 


at it m ſelf, ſays he. They never ſwear, no, not the com- 
An- mon Oaths that prevail in the World; when they re- 


es it fuſe or deny to give what is asked of them, they dd 
nted it with a ſtrong Aſſeveration, wich they expreſs em- 
P phatically enough in their Language,, to this Purpoſe, 
mag, Tou are no more to bave it, than if od had forbid it; 
Aland thus they expreſs the highe | 

ade, They do not ſo much as name the Devil once in theic 
/ 6 PEEL , on foes 
They have three Chappels in this Iſle, each of them 
287, with one End towards the Eaſt, the other toward 

The firſt of theſe is called Chr iſt's Chappel. the ſecon 


at no St. Columba, the third St. Brianan: cach a Quarter 0 
W A Mile diſtam from another, and built all aſter one 


> on, Manner. Thus Mr. Martin tells us of their Reforma- 


Mr. tion, and Primitive Chriſtian Temper, ,,  , 
] I But it is certain; that about the Year 1704, they knew 


ifs in did reſt to their Commiſion, to ſend Onethither,pri- 
© his || vately tb inſtru& the People in the Groundsof the Chri- 
rms | tian Religion, going fromHouſe to Houſe, as appears by 
Lame che Index of the imprinted: Acts of that Aſſembly, And 


- and in Tuly that Year, Alexander Buthan came to the Com 


"Holy (miſſion, and offered to go to that Place; and having 
rms, {Produced ene he was examined by a 
this, Committee: And having Bren them SatisaQion, Appli- 
infor. cation was made by the Commiſsion to the then Laird 


„nich (ts chat Place : and upon the iſt Day ef Atigi/ft the fore: | 
etely i J W oe, 4 
In à | | Wahi. 15 | 

Cru- 1 1 e 


Degree of Paſſion, 


ord's the Neſt; the Altar is always placed at the Eaſt End 0 a 


little of Chriſtianity: The General Aſſembly that Year 


of M'Lejd, and his Frienda, about Mr. Bac han going 
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40 1 Deſcription of 
ſaid / Vear, he got his Commilſion and Inſtructĩons to go ti 
Hirta as a Catechiſt, with 200 Merks to carry his Char: 
ges. And thereupon, he went to that Place the follow- 
ing Lear; And when he came there, found the People 
much addicted to Idolatry and Superſtition ; but, ac- 
cording to his Duty and Inſtructions he had, dealt 
with them to lay theſe Courſes aſide, and by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God on his Endeavours, prevailed very far 
therein, which coſt him no {mall Pains, as might be 
particularly inſtanced; but that would ſwell this Book 
to a greater Length than is Deſigned,  _ 
Mr. Bacban continued in that Iſland, till the Year 
170, and was maintained upon the Church's publick 
Fund: But many Vears thereof being reſting to the 
Church, that Fund did not anſwer; whereupon: Col- 
lections were made by Miniſters, and Others, for his 
Subſiſtence: And this failing alſo, he returned to E- 
Ainburgb, bringing along with him, two native Boys, 
whom he had taught Reading and the Principles of Re- 
ligion; And they me e to ook Engliſh, it 
gave ſuch Satisfaction to Miniſters, and People at Edin- 
ry that they were much encouraged 
About this Time, the Society in + Scotland for Pro- 
pogating Chriſtian Knowledge, is erected; and when 
this begun Work was like to ſtop for want of a Mainte- 
nance they upon Application to them, agreed to en- 
courage the ſame; and Mr. Buchans Succeſs "hs ſuch, 


and the Need of the People ſo great, not hay g ſeen a 
Miniſter among them for many Vears, and having none 
to preach, baptiſe, cenſure ſcandalous Perſons, and per- 
form the paſtorial Duties to them, that the Commil- 
ſton of the General Aſſembly referred it to the Presby- 
tery of Edinburgh, to enter him on Trials; and the 
Right Honourable Sir Hugh Dalrymple, Lord Prefi 
dent of the Seſſion, as Preſes of the foreſaid Society 
- In Name, and. at the Appointment of the General 
Meeting thereof, wrote a Letter to the Tutor and 
Friends of the now Laird of M*Zevd, be being Minor 


y Per, 4; m ; 
. | . 
/ * * * 5 
i ' 0 
* N 
1 a ws 7 « ' 0 
* 4 ; , 1 N . 
X * : A ” 


% 
£ 
ME 3; 


Es Ws 
— — - — bm. — 


ke " <, — 7 mu © * - — 
. 3 SAT ASE, * 9 
. Gs. 44 WS © 
4 {9 7% A 
— — 


* 
F 
. 


8 ? 
2 * —— 
. ages 
o 
-» 1 - 
= * - 2 * 
* —— — * 


— . ⁰¹¹ +. 


- 5 A 
——— 2 % 
FR. 


— — — — — 


— — — 


__ 
nah 


_— ſo val . 
— — — 


— — DO 


— 


Anniverſary of every One of thoſe was to be neceſſari- 
iy obſerved; by having 4 fplendid Treat, at which 
the Impoſtor was always the principal Perſon. He 
taught the Women a devout Hymn, which he ſaid he 
had from the Virgin Mary; he made them believe 
that it ſecured Women from Miſcarriage that could re- 
peat it by Heart, and each of them paid the Impoſtor 
a IP for it. He impoſed upon them firſt, the Fri- 
day's Faſt, in the which no Meat mult be taſted,no not ſo 

much as a Snuff of Tobacco, which they love dear!y, till 

Night; this bare Faſt, without any religious Exer- 
eiſe attending it, was the Badge of his Followers. 

He alſo e ſeveral Pennances upon them, which 

they were obliged to obſerye; ſuch as, Standing in cold 

Water (without Regard ta the Seaſon, whether. Froſt 

or otherwile) Juris his tyrapnical Pleaſure. This 

diabolical Severity was. .Evidence enough, that he 
was ſent by him whbo is the Father of Lies, and was 

« Murtherer from the Beginning. He commanded e- 

very Family to ſlay a Sheep upon the Threſhald of their 

Doors at Wa but not touch it with a Knife, but to 


cut off. its Neck with the crooked Spade, with which 
they delye their Corn-Land, . whole Edge is almoſt 


half an Inch thick; and if either Young or Old taſted 
a Bit of it that Night, the equivalent Number of Sheep 
were to be ſlain, thus, the following Day. He for- 
bid be Ufe of the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ten 
Commandmients. He wouldhave them lay the Faces 
of the Dead to the South, and got to the Faſt, as is 
uſual ; but they would not obe) this his Command. 
He perſwaded the Women, that if they, in all Things 
complied. with his new Revelation, they ſhould un- 
doubtedly be carried to Heaven, and that in their 
Journey thither, they were to paſs through the Firma- 
ment riding upon white Horſes, He taught them 


my other ridiculous Things, 


* 


Martin ſays, That upon Examination, ſome ok 
the Women confeſſed to Mr; Campbel the Miniſter and 
iim, that the Place and Manner of Teaching the Wo- 

men the Hymn, . to * c 


_ —tꝛ—̃— ë.wXʃ; —k 4 — enemy tithe 1 9292 — x —— on — 


0 of 5 prion of 


4 fatr Opportunity for DaBabching, of the fimple We- 
_ nis Im oſtor e 7 the Space of ſeveral 
_ Fa E eg Sn to delude tt ele” poor inno⸗ 
4 — * nearing. eo ple, Ae at aſt ws yillainous 
We ys n the W 5 Wa found out, I tle Thee 
1 bat he iptended to accompliſh under the Kof 
| * | — deyout Hymn that he gh them, and. was firit 
. | Eſeovered by the Of who by the 15. 72 
* Was rt yteck to his © DoRtines, and alter chat 
LK - dnt baye Gee er t ber ee Fide- 
1 ity: * This Woman was 1e, heroically virtuous, 2 8 
1 communſcage his leud 95 to her, H Husband; 
FE it o de in a note phy Wor 
\ 0 9 poſed Roderick would be 
1 . bot 1 8 n.to car- 
| 9s ed 


e 


to e rele a * 117 1835 Coo: 


5 5 upbraid him, e kim to To Face, 
_— Su by the Devil; hat Innocence and. 7 
ſtity were 5 55 $ the ks, of., trus Religion, and 


Rang contrary Practices were countenanced by 15 
0 rte 5 and that now they needed no e Proof 
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teed upon the Buſh pretended to be ſacred; but Lewis 
would not comply with the Order for killing the Sheep, 
and had the Boldneſs, bo aver, hat it. was an unxea- 
ſonable Piece of Worſhip, to deſtroy. ſo, many Cattle, 
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6 in Height, the” Fi 1 it W diſear - 
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this Door, every Batehelor-Wooer is by an ancient 
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[ 925 both his. Fiſts further out to the Toegof m 
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* accounted worthy "obs the fin Mifreſs,in the 
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